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Book Review The Forgotten Masterwork: Dorothy Allison's Skin in light of Two of Three Things I

Know for SureTamara M. PowellTwo or Three Things I Know for Sure. Dorothy Allison. New York:

Dutton Books, 1995. 94 pp.Skin: Talking About Sex, Class and Literature. Dorothy Allison. Ithaca:

Firebrand, 1994. 261 pp. Two or Three Things I Know for Sure has been widely hailed as the

newest offering from recent Showtime special Bastard Out of Carolina author Dorothy Allison. The

slim novel can be seen as a coming together of the anger Allison poured into Bastard and Trash

and the growth she has experienced as she has matured and become a parent herself. Trash

reveals the struggles behind her decision to live, while Two or Three Things elucidates the wisdom

she has gained along the way. However, between Trash and Two or Three Things, Allison created

another work, Skin: Talking About Sex, Class and Literature. And while Two or Three Things has

gained much attention, Skin has been all but ignored. But it is Skin that reveals the growth and

thought that took place between Trash and Two or Three Things, and instead of looking inward, as

Allison's other works do, Skin looks outward, allowing Allison to analyze, contemplate, and theorize

upon how she sees the world. Allison is known as a writer who tells her stories over and over. She

is conscious of this--and opens Two or Three Things with the line "Let me tell you a story" (1). "Two



or three things I know for sure" she closes the first chapter, "and one of them is what it means to

have no loved version of your life but the one you make" (3).
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